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Dear all

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CREMATION (ENGLAND AND WALES)
REGULATIONS 2008

You will recall that I wrote to you all on 4 January 2010 inviting comments on some
proposed amendments to the Cremation (England and Wales) Regulations 2008.
Briefly, the amendments consulted on were minor and technical in nature and mainly
concerned the cremation forms contained at Schedule 1 to the Regulations.

Shortly after the period for responses closed (1 March) we analysed the responses
and discussed the way forward within the Department. However, due to the
impending May General Election we were unable to commence any legislative
procedure for taking these amendments forward at that time. This is because we are
required to obtain Ministerial approval before commencing any legislative
amendment exercise and there is a period of “purdah” preceding the election when
work of this nature is strictly prohibited.

Our new Ministers have now indicated that the proposed amendments to the
Cremation Regulations should not be taken forward. They have made this decision
in large part because of other Departmental priorities, but also because there are
other amendments that will need to be made to the Cremation Regulations as a
result of the reform of death certification and it would not make sense to make any of
the amendments now,

As you may know, the Department of Health has now confirmed that reform of death
certification which will introduce medical examiners will be taken forward. Medical
examiners will scrutinise all deaths that are not investigated by a coroner prior to
registration, as well as authorise disposal (cremation or burial) for every case dealt
with by them (coroners will authorise cremation or burial in every case investigated
by them). These reforms will clearly require substantial changes to be made to the
Cremation Regulations.



We understand that the Department of Health will be consulting on the secondary

legislation underpinning these reforms in spring 201 1 and that the changes will come

into effect in April 2012. Work is now in hand to implement these reforms.

I know this will come as a disappointment to some of you. Please do not hesitate to

get in contact with me should you require any further information. For queries on the

Department of Health led reform, please check their website:

http:Ilwww.dh,qov. uk/en/Managinqyourorganisation/DeathCertification/FAQ/DH 084

878

Yours sincerely

Judith Bernstein
Head of Current Coroner Policy
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